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POVERTY PERSISTS THROUGH GENERATIONS

In the 2015 Competitive City Update, Louisville: A Focus on Poverty, we examined ' Families in poverty often Struggle with:
non-financial, interconnected deprivations.

the impact of multidimensional poverty on our community. In this report, we Poverty is about more
]
Reducing the impact of multidimensional ‘ i

7 Ne— —
look at barriers that keep families and children in the cycle of poverty. 3 thanjust income.
i
ﬁ E Multidimensional poverty isa
poverty on children requires Transportation Housing School Food

‘ «
{
Louisville households in poverty with children... r} '
have a median _ have at least one person \
household income of working but still do

AND
s1 1 000 670/ not earn enough to -
J 0

broader concept that includes financial and

K
7

-
-~

escape poverty. = addressing the many different stability attendance access
MORE THAN 1 IN 5 CHILDREN obstacles their families face.
Greenville 14%
o Lovisville’s IN LOUISVILLE LIVE IN POVERTY Alleviating the
e child poverty These 38,000 children would fill... impacts of childhood This additional income
Charlotte 1% n rate ranks poverty would increase a for the current generation of
Louisville 21% _ H
S 21 :th out of child'Sincome by anaverageof vl C N TR RL RO
Neshvlle 227 7 peer S would unlock to more than
Cincinnati  24%
ol 21 cities. 9'300 qnnUCI"y $200 million in economic
(ansas Gy 2% throughout adulthood. activity in our community
Oklahoma City 25% - 2 . LOU'SV'"B Clt each year_
Greensboro  27% soure reale Louiule Project bata KFC Yum! Centers 3 Slugger Fields 4 -y
'""“‘j"ap‘)h'?s 29% B g9 soccer stadiums
emphis 35%




POVERTY 15 EXPERIENGED IN MULTIPLE FORMS
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Poverty contributes to chronic stress,

illness, and lack of access to treatment. Educational disparities

have multidimensional ramifications,
affecting parents’ earning potential, job stability,
and ability to support their children’s education.
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are detrimental to mental health,
social inclusion, and household stability.
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POVERTY IS HOLDING US BACK

Advancing a competitive city requires
including all residents in our progress.

The data show that Louisville has made great strides to reduce child poverty since our child poverty
rate peaked at 28% in 2011. Now is the time to build on that progress. By changing the life trajectory
of young people growing up in poverty, Louisville is poised to move into the top tier of our peer cities
for generations to come. Understanding that the barriers keeping households in poverty do not exist in
isolation, our hope is the data in this report provide a basis for coordinated interventions to address
and alleviate the daily stresses that impoverished families experience.

Ending generational poverty in Louisville will require approaches that extend across traditional

silos to address the negative impacts that can affect households across the Deep Drivers of Change:
Education, Jobs, Health, and Quality of Place. Instead of paying the price to deal with the ramifications
of poverty tomorrow, Louisville has the opportunity to invest today in brighter futures for our families
and a more competitive city.

Visit www.GreaterLouisvilleProject.org to download a digital version of this report and to access an
appendix containing a detailed list of source data.

The Greater Louisville Project’s purpose is to provide
research and data that catalyze civic action. We
focus on four Deep Drivers and track our progress
against our peer cities over time. By using that data
to engage community leaders in conversations and
planning, we hope to create a more competitive

city that benefits our community.

Greater Louisville Project is organized by the
Community Foundation of Louisville and supported
by a consortium of philanthropic foundations
including James Graham Brown Foundation,
Brown-Forman, The C.E. & S. Foundation, The
Gheens Foundation, Humana Foundation, The JP
Morgan Chase Foundation, Jewish Heritage Fund
for Excellence, Lift-A-Life Foundation,

Owsley Brown Il Family Funds, and the

Stephen Reily and Emily Bingham Fund.

The report was prepared by the Greater Louisville
Project team: Ben Reno-Weber, Kelsie Smithson,
and Nate Kratzer with special assistance provided by
Trisha Finnegan, Megan Webb, and Harrison Kirby.
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